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N . Toe untold story of Amer
T Cold War Intelligence

by Stewart St
prpmcult Plula 24

ln thcpenod 1949 1952 the cqul\m
swept over the Communist parties of
done, hundreds of party and state offi

AN & 0w and some of the most devoted and pr
\L(gfil SEEENA " Slansky of Crzechoslovakia, Luszio [

Kostov' of Bulgaria—had been exce: (
Some years afterwards, Nikita K

CATANTY Y SOHT 3 miscarriages of socialist justice as
WOX ?m' Risintd pmkhufn revolutionaty thc that had charaticnacw v
under the lmdushxp of both Lenin and Stalin,In t}le guise of
° ° : *‘correcting’’ the crimes of the Stalin era, Khrushchev set the Soviet
PEVISIGTIISYT] | state on its modern revisionist course. Ironically,: while reversing -

. the revolutionary linc of the: USSR, the revisionists made: no-i.
. o _appreciable changes’ in the very area they had. complamt.d SO
o BN o O "~ vociferous! about——the ‘area - of. democmhc rtghts 're&.tomt[m
i ﬁi&ﬁglgiﬁﬁ of party” ngxms “ete, &
- T -The 1949-1952 er(Od contmues tg }zold ‘our nttentton however
: L .. How did it all happen? It simply will not do, as;some less critica
’ dctundexb of Stalin Have done, {0’ assert that the Eastern European "
witch-hunts. rwtly did extirpate CIA w;ocnts from the goverm‘ﬂentb”
in question.” There have been too many “confirmed accounts of °
~ploting, counter- -plotting, torture and forced conk«_smons for ‘my;'_'_f
bl.'t ‘the mpst wilfully blind to swallow that nonsense.’ o
2"On'the other hand, the view that sees Stalin as some kmd of “red
I[ltlti " a blood-thirsty’ pm\mom(. who saw cnemy agents lurking
‘behind every party cavd, is the gravest distortion of reality and -
usually ~ inasks a . position that has “nevér “accepted the
Marxist-Leninist plmClplC of the dlctawrshxp of the ptoictmmt
“Where is the truth?
.. A new book, "'Operation SptmLu f‘.l(,w(', writlen by a Brmsh
journalist with close conunecetions “to both  British® and U.S.
mtdlu,cncc d"tm.l(,&, hclps to Shsd some !rrH on thas \'th]ﬁ: penod
The author, Stewart Steven, is h'udi) a M u\:!st He i is in foct, &
. Jstaunch anti-communist. But he is convinced’ that the policies .
pursued by the U.S. during the cold war, yckus were inherently
counter-productive. It is out of this criticism that Steven has laid
out the story ot the CIA’s involvement in the Eastern European”
terror, It is o remarkable story—and a convineing one, the wore so
that so many clements of it corréspond both with what Was Known at :
tie time'and what has since been learned. s
Steven's thesis is chis: under the lcadcrshxp of supets spy Allen
Dulles, the C1A in the late 1940s hatched a conspicacy dcswnLd tq
cotrap some  of " the leading (ommumsts in Eastern
Furope-—particularly those who E\O\mci.:'uly ‘signs of political .
independpnce., Ulilizing a one-time Slatp. Department employe -
named Nocel Ficld, Dulics worked out a cnmpluc web of seemingly -
Stadvertent U.S, . inleliigence slip-ups " order to arouse _the
~ SlnSpiLiUll\. of the Soviel authorities in B orn I urope.
Y Then) a combination of phmcd evidérice, “confessians” by
; minor fgu\cs who nnphcatcd lgading (omnmmsts and cucfu}l}_
2timed mancuvers. by KRadio® Freeg hunpe ‘and “other
:_counler-insurgency. institutions were all mampu!‘\lul to xmphm{c‘
“thesc leaders 25 ClA.agents. Dulles counted oh both the norma
f'j susplcmn of Sovict lcaders and the carcerist strivings of at feast
* som¢ in the Eastern European burcaucracy to further the scheme.
‘Dulles” political rationale for all this, asserts Steven, was to
Cercale a stteation in Eastern Europe that would be so'intolerable
that the masses would rise up in revolt. In order to accomplish this
end, it. became  necessary o remove as  many  potential
: ‘.'riia"l'ioxml~mindpd" lcaders as possible from these countries.
It .is .Steven’s contention that . while the ~actual operation -
t;uccccdcd the long-range political sunug\ was doomed from the
outset. In classical imperialist fashion, Dulles had no conception of
the genuine pro-Sovict. and socialist sentiments of the Eastern
- Burobean masses. *The peoples of Eastorn Europe welcomed the
Red Army as liberators,” writes Steven., “'Politically—whatever
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cmxtmryu—thc war had cauterized their politics; they were ready for .,
continuod
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